
              
 

4th April 2020. 

St Giles’ & St Eata’s 

Shrewsbury 

 
 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

Over these last days the news has been dominated by such words as ‘unprecedented,’ ‘social-distancing,’ and ‘lock-

down’. As all of us now finding ourselves ‘self-isolating’ and more and more aware of how we are not socialising and 

relating to one another as we have. 

Yet, I hope that in-spite of all that has taken place over these past weeks that this letter finds you in relatively good 

heart and mind. As I have spoken to people, on the phone, or via social media many have told me that they have 

started doing jobs that they had put off for many months and that they have been enjoying the beautiful, spring 

weather, taking the opportunity to get into the garden not only to enjoy the warmer weather but to tidy it up! 

I, too, have enjoyed being outdoors and in the garden but as I have done so I was confronted by a neighbour having 

a ‘domestic’ with his wife! 

As many of us find our lives constricted, not being able to live as we have done and therefore facing new challenges, 

situations and learning to live in close proximity to one another this can lead to anxiety, anger and a whole host of 

emotions.  

It’s important that we bear with one another and learn to love one another, in-spite of our 

differences and views. Yet, as I was also reminded it’s important that we make time to ‘be still 

and trust in God.’ 

As a result of this pandemic all churches have been instructed to close their doors and all 

services are to cease, as we have known them. Whilst this is a disappointment and concern, it is vitally important 

that we all do our utmost to care for one another and take every precaution to stop the spread of the virus. 

Whilst our church buildings are precious, special and holy places it is at a time such as this that we are conscious that 

the church is made up of individuals and together we can remain strong and can find our strength in and through 

one another; the support, prayers and spiritual strength that we offer. 

The closure of buildings does not mean that the Church has not been functioning and finding new and exciting ways 

of reaching out to those who worship regularly and to those who are seeking some consolation at this given time. 

There are numerous services/ reflections/ talks/ choirs and full services to download, live stream or listen to from 

the TV, radio or on social media.  

It might be good to have a set routine to the day and take given opportunities & set times to ‘be 

still’ or to listen to a beautiful piece of music or to read your Bible and make time for prayer.   

One of the times I now pray is at the end of each day, giving thanks for all that has taken place and 

thanking God that my loved ones are all safe, well and provided for. 

Reverend Stuart has compiled a number of different liturgical services that can help with this and 

would be happy to send them to you, if you would like them. There are numerous links on the Church of England 

web-site. 

I also commend Gill Carding’s ‘Thoughts on Week 2 Lockdown’.  Gill invites us to recall certain well known prayers, 

Bible passages, hymns or a scripture verse that has spoken to you. She invites us all to ‘Pray as you can, not as you 

can’t!’ This is so vitally important to remember. 

Another way we can be creative is that if you are a budding/ amateur artist, St Giles is compiling a calendar of local 

Parish scenes in St Giles and St Eata’s areas. These will be sold in aid of St Giles Roof Fund and will be a pleasant way 

to pass the hours in the present situation! For details phone Bernard Stockton 01743 364585 & Margaret Turner 

01743 242770. 

Also if you know of someone who might need a helping hand, be this getting some shopping or just having a phone 

conversation please be that good neighbour and please do continue to pray for the NHS and join together in giving 

them a clap on Thursday nights at 8.00pm.  



At the beginning of the week I was reminded by a gentleman who dropped a bag of food items and his weekly 

donation that the Shrewsbury Foodbank is still working to cater for the most vulnerable and forgotten members of 

our society. Whilst we may not be able to leave food parcels in church or take them to the Foodbank, it may be that 

you could phone and ask if you could make a one-off payment so they can purchase the necessary items.  You can 

also leave items at Sainsbury’s (Meole Brace) & Asda or take items to Barnabas Church 8.30-1.00 Mon, Tue, Wed & 

Friday’s. You can also donate on-line.  Your help will be very much appreciated! 

With tomorrow, Sunday 5th April, being Palm Sunday I am mindful that many would have 

gathered together to celebrate this day and received a Palm cross which would have been 

blessed. Naturally, we cannot do this tomorrow. However, I invite you to cut out a Palm cross 

and write a prayer on it or, those who you would like to pray for on this Palm Sunday, maybe 

those who you are isolated from; loved ones, families and friends; those who are suffering.  

I encourage you to read the passage in your Bible from Matthew chapter 21 verse 1-11 and conclude by saying the 

Lord’s Prayer and then the words of the Grace: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen. 

As we continue to re-adjust to these unprecedented times, to social distancing in our daily lives and to a life of 

‘lockdown’ please take care and look after yourselves.   

Remember Lockdown does not mean we have to stay down! Keep walking in the light and the love of our Lord! 

With my best wishes, prayers and love to you all, 

 

Andrew 

Reverend Andrew Knight. 

 


