
 

 

Dear Friends, 

Tomorrow the Church celebrates ‘Ascension day’ followed 10 days later by Pentecost or Whitsun as it used 

to be called. The church internationally and across the differing denominations have used these 10 days as 

a period of prayer and as a result, ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ is a global prayer movement that invites 

Christians around the world to pray from Ascension to Pentecost for more people to come to know 

Jesus. 

The information below is taken from the ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ website where a large  amount of 

material can be found: 

Since its start in May 2016, just three and a half years ago, God has grown Thy Kingdom Come from a 

dream of possibility into a movement. In 2019 Christians from 172 countries took part in praying ‘Come 

Holy Spirit’, so that friends and family, neighbours and colleagues might come to faith in Jesus Christ.  

This praying together has been across our diversity and differences as every person, household and 
church are encouraged to pray in their own way. Whilst an astonishing 92% of people said they were 
praying for family and friends to come to faith in Jesus, and 40% of those taking part in 2019 did so for 
the first time, we recognise there is much more we can do together to help Thy Kingdom Come be fully 
in the lifeblood of the Church. 

During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come, it is hoped that everyone who takes part will:  

• Deepen their own relationship with Jesus Christ 

• Pray for 5 friends or family to come to faith in Jesus 

• Pray for the empowerment of the Spirit that we would be effective in our witness 

After the very first Ascension Day the disciples gathered with Mary, constantly devoting themselves to 
prayer while they waited for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Like them, our reliance on 
the gift of the Holy Spirit is total – on our own we can do nothing. 

Through the centuries Christians have gathered at that time to pray for the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
‘Thy Kingdom Come’ picks up this tradition. Over the past three and a half years more and more 
worshipping communities have dedicated the days between Ascension and Pentecost to pray ‘Come 
Holy Spirit’. 

I am writing to invite you, if you would like to, to take the opportunity to join with the many Christians 

from around the world over these next 10 days who will be joining together in ‘Thy Kingdom Come’. 

Recently Reverend Stuart sent out, via email, an order of service for Night Prayer/ Compline and it may be 

that during these next 10 days you might like to use this at the close of the day and pray for your own 

relationship with Jesus, 5 friends or family to come to faith and for the empowerment of the Spirit that you 

might be an effective witness. 



If you wish to see what other resources are available on the internet you can google: Thy Kingdom Come 

and find various prayer resources, ideas for families and children, ideas about keeping a prayer journal or 

joining together in a prayer Novena and a book entitled ‘Journey with Mary’. These resources reflect the 

different denominations from across the universal church. 

Within our own diocese there is to be a ‘Ecumenical Launch Event’ tomorrow, Ascension Day 21st May at 

10.00am. This can be found by entering into google: lichfield.anglican.org/our faith/thy-kingdom-

come/thy-kingdom-come.php and you will also see that each evening Night Prayer will be streamed, led 

by the Bishop of Lichfield; the Right Reverend Michael Ipgrave and members of the Bishop’s staff. This 

service will take place each evening at 9pm between 21st and 31st May. 

On Monday 25th May I will be joining in a 24/7 prayer chain between the hour of 8.00 -9.00pm I will be 

praying for the gift of God’s Holy Spirit to be with each and every one of us, as the family of St Giles and St 

Eata’s, for God’s blessing, protection and grace to be upon us all, for our families, friends and loved ones as 

we continue to live through this period of covid 19 and for the future well-being of our churches as we look 

to the future. I will conclude with Night Prayer at 9.00pm. If you would like to join with me for this period 

of time and commit to praying that would be much appreciated. 

I hope you will take the opportunity, along with many Christians from around the world to be strengthened 

in prayer, between this period of Ascension and Pentecost and that together we may be blessed by the 

outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit. 

With best wishes and prayers for your continued safety and well -being, 

Yours, 

Andrew. 

Reverend Andrew Knight: Rector of St Giles with Sutton, Shrewsbury and St Eata’s, Atcham and Assistant 

area dean of Shrewsbury. 

 

 

 

 

 


